DEBATE ON THE ARMY*                     [FEB. 1.

neral spirit which now reigns among them, is likely soon to
overrule the particular interests of single provinces, and can
produce letters by which it will appear, that had only one
town opposed those measures to which their concurrence is
now solicited, it had been long since overruled; for there
want not among them men equally enamoured of the mag-
nanimity and firmness of the queen of Hungary, equally
zealous for the general good of mankind, equally zealous for
the liberties of Europe, and equally convinced of the per-
fidy, the ambition, and the insolence of France, with any
lord in this assembly.

These men, my lords, have long endeavoured to rouse
their country from the sloth of avarice, and the slumber of
tranquillity, to a generous and extensile regard for the uni-
versal happiness of mankind; and are now labouring in the
general assembly to communicate that ardour with which
they are themselves inflamed, and to excite that zeal for
publick faith, of which their superiour knowledge shows
them the necessity.

It has been, indeed, insinuated, that all their consultations
tend only to place garrisons in those towns from which the
queen of Hungary has withdrawn her forces; but this sup-
position, my lords, as it is without any support from facts,
Is, likewise, without probability. For to garrison the barrier
towns requires no previous debates nor deliberations;
since it never was opposed even by those by whom the
assistance of the queen of Hungary has been most retarded.
Nor have even the deputies of Dort, whose obstinacy has
been most remarkable, denied the necessity of securing the
confines of their country, by possessing with their own troops
those places which the Austrians are obliged to forsake.
Their present disputes, my lords, must be, therefore, on
some other question; and what question can be now before
them which can produce any difficulties, but that which
regards the support of the Pragmatick sanction ?

If these deliberations should be so far influenced by the
arrival of the army in the pay of Britain, as to end m a
resolution to send a sufficient number offerees into Ger-
many, it will not be denied, that the troops which give oeca-